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For the MG Car Club Newcastle, this Excel workbook is used in 2 ways. 

1. As a backup timing system for the main system. 
2. As a complete timing system for Regularity events etc. 

 

There are a number of sheets in this workbook, the usage would normally be 
from left to right across the sheets, all sheets have a light grey shading on each 
cell where there is a formula or heading. 

The laptop used is a 17” Dell laptop running Windows 7. Start up the laptop 
and plug in the USB to Serial adapter. 

1. Backup Timing System 

Open the workbook master_regularity_mgccn_hc_input.xlsx and save as a 
different filename. For example 2020-12-04 MGCCN Regularity.xlsx. 

Open the worksheet labeled Times. 

Press <Ctrl>+<Home>, then move the cursor to column S. 

 

 

Open the Serial Port Listener application, there is a shortcut on the System 
Tray. 

 



 
Test that the system is working by pressing right hand button on the top of the 
timing hardware unit. The button might need to be pressed more than once. 

 

 
The time is shown in the form of hhmmssttt hours, minutes, seconds, 
thousands. 

Before the first car get to the start line, clear the times if any. 

When the car gets to the line type in the car number and press the <Enter> 
key. 



 

When the car interrupts the start beam, a time is registered. 

 
As each timing beam is interrupted a time is registered and the time between 
the start time and the current trigger is calculated. 

 

 

 

 

After the car has crossed the finish line, press the down arrow <> then the 
<Home> key to be ready for the next car number. 

 

 

 

 

 



If a penalty needs to be applied, move to column P and type in the penalty. 

 

P for a course marker – 5 seconds added to the time 

DNS for Did Not Start – the time is set to 0.00 

WD for Wrong Direction – the time is set to 777.770 

Loud for Excessive Noise – the time is set to 888.880 

DNF for a Did Not Finish – time is set to 999.990. 

 

  



2. Full Timing System 

The workbook can be used as a complete timing system with the results being 
displayed as web pages on the large displays at the Event Secretary’s Office. 

There are 3 main limitations to this system: 

1. the start and finish beams only are active. 
2. the large external time display is not used. 
3. Additions or changes to Entry List should not made while a vehicle is on 

the track. 

 

Sheet Name Description 

Explanation Gives a brief description on each sheet. 

Records Holds a list of the records set for each class - sorted by Class 
Name and Time in ascending order - the intention is that the 
old records are not deleted and the history will build over 
time. 

 

 

Class List A list of classes – Use the Class Order column to control the 
order in of the classes in the Temp_Results, Final_Results and 
Records and Winners sheets. 

 

 



Competitor Master List 

 Holds a list of all competitors with vehicle description, class, 
No. Club, email and postal addresses. - sorted by Name - also 
used for the recording of payments of entries etc. For a new 
event, check and update this list and copy the required 
information to the Entry List sheet. 

 

 

Setup This holds certain information about the event in one place - 
date of event, name of event, whether 2nd or 3rd places are 
displayed for Outright and Class, the value of the course 
marker penalty (if required). 

 

Entry List This hold the information on the competitors who have 
entered the event - normally sorted on Class Order Number 
and No. - Run Order can then be set if required. 

 The minimum information is Vehicle No. 

 There is a Check for C No. feature, type the number into cell 
D1 and cell D2 will display “Yes” If the C No. is found 

  

or “No” if the C No. is not found. 

  

 



There is also a check for duplicate competition numbers as 
shown in column A 

 

 

When adding competitors to the Entry List sheet always copy 
the data at the bottom of the current list rather than inserting 
a new row. Re-sort the list by Class Order and C No. 

 

Sign On A copy and paste from the Entry List sheet and can be re-
sorted in Name order. 

 

 

Times This is where the times are collected. 

 The timing of the event can be started without any details in 
the Entry List sheet. However the Temp_Results sheet will not 
display any data until the C No. has been entered. 

 As more details are added to the Entry List sheet, the 
Temp_Results sheet will be more complete as the Name, 
Vehicle and Class details appear. 

 The system can cope with cars running out of order. 

 The key on the left is a joining of the competition number and 
the calculated run number - this is used to get the information 
into the correct cells in the Temp_Results sheet automatically 
while the event is in progress. 



 

 

Temp_Results The competitor information and times are displayed in the 
same order as set by the Entry List sheet. Fastest time, Split 
times and theoretical best time are calculated and shown on 
the right hand side. In Excel 2013 it is possible to publish the 
Temp_Results as a html file, it will export automatically each 
time the spreadsheet is saved (not auto-saved). 

 
 The html file can be viewed with a web browser and pressing 

the refresh button reload the updated file. 

 

Final_Results The details on the Temp_Results sheet are copied and the 
values pasted. The data is sorted by the Time Fastest column 
to get Outright Place order and fill in the outright positions, 
then re-sort using the ClassNo and Time Fastest columns to fill 
in the class positions. There are columns with red headings, 
these should be hidden before printing the results. The 
columns for Run 5, 6, 7 and 8 can be hidden if not used in the 
event. 

 

 

Records and Winners 

 Shows the Outright Winners 1st to 3rd if set. 

 The Fastest Lady and Fastest Junior names will have to be 
manually entered in cells D7 and D8 if set. 



 Class Winners 1st to 3rd if set and new class records if set. If 
new records are set, then the data can be copied and values 
pasted back into the Records sheet and re-sorted. 

 

 

 

Financials If the workbook is used to record payment details, then these 
are summarised here. 

 

 


